The College of Health and Life Sciences (HLS) has recently undergone a strategic restructuring and now comprises two schools: the School of Medicine, Pharmacy and Biosciences and the School of Psychology, Clinical and Health Sciences, each led by an Executive Dean. This change provides consistency with the other colleges in the University and offers a flatter and more streamlined approach.
 
HLS offers a broad range of undergraduate programmes, including well-established on-campus provision in pharmacy, optometry, psychology, audiology and biosciences, alongside newer provision in medicine and nursing. A defining characteristic of the portfolio is its strong emphasis on accredited and professionally recognised programmes, many of which include placement or practice-based components. Teaching is therefore highly applied and skills-intensive, with extensive use of laboratory facilities and clinical simulation, and close alignment with workforce needs, particularly in healthcare and life sciences.
 
Graduate employment outcomes are strong, reflecting both the professional nature of the programmes and the College’s close engagement with employers. Overall student satisfaction and continuation rates are high, although the scale and intensity of provision bring ongoing challenges in relation to workload, infrastructure, and cost. Alongside its undergraduate offer, the College delivers a growing range of postgraduate, apprenticeship, transnational education and online programmes, which represent an important area for future development and diversification.
 
The College operates a successful on-site optometry clinic and, in partnership with Specsavers, an audiology service. Development is underway for a Health Hub in the newly acquired Woodcock Street building, which will integrate these services with the on-site dental service, alongside planned pharmacy and GP provision. The Health Hub represents a significant opportunity to enhance clinical education, civic engagement, and partnership working with the NHS, while increasing the University’s visibility and impact in Birmingham.
 
The College’s research activity is internationally recognised with 100% of our Research Environment, 81.3% of our Impact and 83.2% of our Publications being at least internationally excellent. HLS is ranked 10th for Research Power in the UK for Allied Health Professionals. The research activity is organised around four multidisciplinary themes: cellular and molecular biomedicine; health and disease across the lifespan; clinical and systems neuroscience; and vision, cognition and language. The College hosts two University research institutes: the Aston Institute of Membrane Excellence and the Aston Institute of Health and Neurodevelopment along with three Centres of Excellence: Aston Research Centre for Health in Ageing; Ophthalmic Technology and Devices research Centre, and the Aston Centre of Excellence in Pharmacotherapy Optimisation and Pharmacoepidemiology Research. HLS benefits from strong, long-standing relationships with local NHS trusts that support both teaching and research activity. While research intensity varies across disciplines, the College is well positioned to deliver applied, impact-focused research aligned with healthcare, life sciences, and policy priorities.

